
Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
2200 Camp Branch Road
Waynesville, NC  28786
June 3, 2023

Subject: Update!  22CVS2094, Eugene Blankenship v. Smoky Mountain Event Center, Inc.

Here’s the update on another lawsuit against the county, and specifically against Tommy Long [M] and Ben
Wilder.  To refresh your memory, see www.haywoodtp.net 

22CVS2094 (Buncombe). Eugene "Gene" Blankenship v. SMOKY MOUNTAIN EVENT CENTER lawsuit.
Tommy Long and Ben Wilder, along with all other Board Members getting their [expletive deleted] sued off.
3/21/2023...

https://www.haywoodtp.net/pubII/230322-22CVS2094Buncombe.pdf 

[Editor’s Note: In order for you to receive updates, and since this case was filed in Buncombe County, one
must make a trip over to the Buncombe County Clerk of Superior Court’s office to access the file.]

Not much to report, based on the content of the file, other than there was a NOTICE OF WITHDRAWAL,
AND SUBSTITUTION OF COUNSEL, see next page.  The original lawyer (Jonathan W. Yarbrough) for
Tommy Long [M] and Ben Wilder has been changed to two new lawyers (same law firm) -

• Shannon ("Missy") Sumerell Spainhour
• Rodrigo Pocasangre

        Spainhour          Pocasangre

So, how does this thing go from there.  There are a couple of possibilities -

• Goes to court
• Some kind of settlement

In the event of either of these, and Tommy Long [M] and Ben Wilder loose, who pays?  Does the county
have insurance for this, or does this come out of your pocket?  And, whatever happened to the issue of the
Smoky Mountain Event Center being in the hole for $8K with the IRS?

https://www.haywoodtp.net/pubII/230327IronicSmokyEventCenter8K-IRS-Penalty.pdf 

Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
Haywood County Taxpayer
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