
Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
2200 Camp Branch Road
Waynesville, NC  28786
February 13, 2023

Subject: Kevin “Adjudication” Ensley Self destructing - Email dialog re: Terry Ramey Defamation. 

The following email dialog was posted on haywoodhappenings.org today. 

https://haywoodhappenings.org/content.haywoodhappenings.org/viewtopic.php?p=298&sid=3d2fe2e1e7
99c9839913802d8542b8cc#p298

It depicts Kevin “Adjudication” Ensley [RINO] speaking on behalf of the three other county commissioners
Jennifer Best [BS], Brandon Rogers [BS] and Tommy Long [M], attempting to defend his indefensible
position of libel against Terry Ramey and the appearance of impropriety of conducting county business with
four (4) commissioners potentially violating NC Open Meeting Laws.

[Editor’s Note: [RINO] = Republican In Name Only, [BS] = Back Stabber, [M] = Manikin.]

Here we go.

From: SHERRY LEWIS
Date: February 12, 2023 at 10:15:54 AM EST
To: Kevin Ensley <kevin.ensley@haywoodcountync.gov>
Cc: Jennifer Best <Jennifer.Best@haywoodcountync.gov>, "Brandon C. Rogers"

< b r a n d o n . r o g e r s @ h a y w o o d c o u n t y n c . g o v > ,  " T h o m a s  A .  L o n g "
<Tommy.Long@haywoodcountync.gov>, Terry Ramey <terry.ramey@haywoodcountync.gov>,
bkstegall@hotmail.com, vhyatt@themountaineer.com, cory@smokymountainnews.com

Subject: Re: Article in the Smoky Mountain News

That was before they heard the true story from the Mountaineer. You looked even worse in that article Kevin.
In the Mountaineer article, you sent a clear message to the citizens. Unless you come from the right side of
the tracks, and have plenty of money, like you and "the others' ', and have never had a late tax payment, or
even a dispute with the tax office, don't run for county commissioner or we won't include you in our friends
group. When citizens heard the "real story" without sensationalism, you can't find 100 people who think that
was the right thing to do to a person. You just made Terry Ramey the most loved commissioner on the board
and the only one who is conscionable enough to admit they wish they had known the facts before answering
those questions, was Brandon Rogers.Jennifer failed to mention the entire e-mail message at the last
commissioners meeting, that she received from Sebastain Corthorn,before the questionnaire was sent to the
Smoky Mountain News,  that included the statement "Terry was on a payment plan in good standing",  I
referenced in my speech when she addressed me, She didn't make it clear to the public that Terry was
delinquent but in GOOD STANDING, to belittle him again in public and call me out on not being factual
in my speech. I make sure every word I speak in public is thoroughly researched and factual. We all would
like to move past this and get down to real business.    
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On Saturday, February 11, 2023 at 09:31:03 PM EST, Kevin Ensley <kevin.ensley@haywoodcountync.gov>
wrote:

Our allegiance is to Haywood County. And we will answer relevant questions posed by the media. The
commissioners and I have spoken to residents during work and in the community. Other than the few at
Monday’s commission meeting, all comments (probably more than 100) have agreed with our position.

L. Kevin Ensley, PLS
PO Box 1401
428 Dellwood Road
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 456-6395

Psalms 91:3, 5-6  Surely He shall deliver you .... from the perilous pestilence. You shall not be afraid .... of
the pestilence that walks in darkness.

Sent from my iPad

On Feb 11, 2023, at 8:36 PM, SHERRY LEWIS wrote:

That shows where your allegiance is Kevin, if you believed lying Cory Vallancourt at Smoky Mountain News
about the threat story over Terry Ramey. Was this another thing you, and the others, kept from Terry Ramey
or have you discussed this threat story with Terry.  Cory has told so many lies I can't believe a word he says.
He sensationalizes everything to sell papers. He did the same thing to all of you. The story turned and it made
the four of you look like villains. If you wanted the public to come speak against Terry Ramey to get him
ousted, that's not the way it turned out. You say there were so many people that have agreed with you? Where
were the citizens you called upon to come speak out against Terry Ramey? I didn't see any. Here is the
problem Kevin. You, and the others, should be including Terry Ramey in every single issue you're
discussing. Terry is one of the county commissioners whether you and the others want to admit it or not. 

 

On Saturday, February 11, 2023 at 07:53:31 PM EST, Kevin Ensley <kevin.ensley@haywoodcountync.gov>
wrote:

I didn’t have to verify the threats. If my memory is correct, the reporter called me and others when these were
made but we couldn’t do anything about it. So they are factual. Our county delivers services mandated by
the state and federal governments amounting to probably over 85% of our budget. Saying that elected
officials should not threaten the media and promptly pay their taxes is not slander or bullying - it’s common
sense. None of the commissioners have threatened the media - except Mr. Ramey. The commissioners have
paid their property taxes promptly - except Mr. Ramey. 

A good elected public servant answers media questions to the best of their ability. This is what a
commissioner does that believes in transparent government. To ignore media requests and not answer is to
condone the behavior in question. We didn’t do that.

None of us are angry, we just believe you should pay your bills. I was at my son’s baseball game about 15
years ago and a county resident was talking to me about public comment. He said for us to never get rid of
it because they could see exactly what we must deal with from the public. I have always remembered that
because he was right! So by all means please make your comments. 
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L. Kevin Ensley, PLS
PO Box 1401
428 Dellwood Road
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 456-6395

Psalms 91:3, 5-6  Surely He shall deliver you .... from the perilous pestilence. You shall not be afraid .... of
the pestilence that walks in darkness.

Sent from my iPad

On Feb 11, 2023, at 5:21 PM, SHERRY LEWIS wrote:

Kevin, I added Kay to this conversation because I'm hearing differently since everyone now knows Terry had
past health issues which lead to financial difficulties while rasing two children. His business was dissolved
which led to a dispute with the tax office, and he was being charged with three mobile homes that belonged
to his father. The dispute was settled, he set up a payment plan, made his first payment in September, and
all of you knew Terry was in good standing on his taxes when you all slandered him to the Smoky Mountain
News, and on top of that, Smoky Mountain News lied to you about some kind of threat he was supposed to
have made. Did you verify what that threat might have been before you added that to your answers that went
public in a false news story? When I see someone falsely bullied like you all have done to Terry Ramey, you
better believe I get involved, just like I would do if any one of you were singled out by four other
commissioners in a false public news story. The hallmark of defamation is reputational harm and all four of
you certainly tried to do harm to Terry Ramey's reputation. I'll just continue to come to the Commissioners
meetings and speak the truth. Your e-mail sounded like you wanted to start bullying me Kevin. Why are you
so angry and why do you dislike Terry Ramey to the point of slander? Do you have a problem with the
citizens who spoke Monday night? What county mandated services were we discussing in this e-mail? 

 

On Saturday, February 11, 2023 at 03:30:52 PM EST, Kevin Ensley <kevin.ensley@haywoodcountync.gov>
wrote:

Ms. Lewis,

I really don’t understand your continuous infatuation with this issue. A reporter ask us to comment on unpaid
taxes by an elected official as well as an elected member threatening the media. Our answers were, we
believe you should not threaten the newspapers and an elected commissioner should pay their taxes promptly.
There is no apology needed. 

My experience with our county citizens indicate they agree. I’ve had numerous conversations over the past
few months and all have stated they believe as we do. In fact, you and those at our Monday meeting are the
only people I’ve heard from that it’s OK. You have every right to comment on Ramey’s tax burdens. But I
think the commissioners will continue to do the work of making our county a great place to live and deliver
county mandated services in an efficient manner. 

L. Kevin Ensley, PLS
PO Box 1401
428 Dellwood Road
Waynesville, NC 28786
(828) 456-6395
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Psalms 91:3, 5-6  Surely He shall deliver you .... from the perilous pestilence. You shall not be afraid .... of
the pestilence that walks in darkness.

Sent from my iPad

On Feb 11, 2023, at 10:50 AM, SHERRY LEWIS wrote:

Jennifer, After reading what all of you got from Sebastain Cothran, I'm totally shocked you even replied to
Cory Vaillancourt of the Smoky Mountain News at all. The only response you could have given is, Terry
Ramey is on a payment plan and he is in GOOD STANDING with the Haywood County Tax Department.
Over 100 people are on payment plans and are in good standing with the Haywood County Tax Department,
and when last years bills come out in the paper, there will be hundreds more. You never mentioned Terry
Ramey's name has never been in the paper because this $2000.00 payment plan is on personal property, not
real property. For example, untagged cars and equipment used in a business or trailers, would be personal
property. What do you have against Terry Ramey that you would say in a County Commissioner
meeting,,you weren't going to mention what you got in an an e-mail from the tax office, but the letter stated
he was still delinquent. You had a chance right there to apologize to Terry publicly...all of you did, but you
decided to make it sound like it was all justified. Now I'll have to come back to the next Commissioners
Meeting and clarify what the e-mail actually said, and all of you knew, Terry was in good standing with the
tax office before you slandered him with all of those mean comments. You also never mentioned he made
his first payment in September of last year. If all of you thought this would be a great way to get rid of Terry
Ramey, you were wrong and it's not going away without an apology.   

On Jan 12, 2023, at 8:11 AM, Sebastian Cothran <Sebastian.Cothran@haywoodcountync.gov> wrote:

Yes, technically bills are still considered delinquent after a payment plan has been signed. So, yes Mr. Ramey
is delinquent, however he has a payment plan and is good standing with our office. 

Sebastian Cothran
Haywood County Tax Collector
828-452-6643
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