
Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
2200 Camp Branch Road
Waynesville, NC  28786
October 17, 2021

Subject: Dialog with Jonathan Key, re: Vicki Hyatt vs. Tom Lotshaw, The Mountaineer.

This is actually a one-way dialog with Jonathan Key, Publisher of the Mountaineer, because I do not ever
expect a response.  This dialog is about the incestuous cesspool that is the Town of Waynesville in
collaboration with the Mountaineer, and specifically, Vicki Hyatt, Liberal Hack News Editor of the
Mountaineer.

This is an outgrowth and culmination of events surrounding the Homelessness Task Force, headed by
“facilitator” Amy Murphy-Nugen  (a.k.a. Down Home NC hack) and the Town of Waynesville government. 

Questions arose early on regarding how  “facilitator” Amy Murphy-Nugen  (a.k.a. Down Home NC hack)
was being paid.  There were rumors that a Grant had been applied for, and  “facilitator” Amy Murphy-
Nugen  (a.k.a. Down Home NC hack) was going to be paid by this grant and the Town of Waynesville.  What
better way to get to the bottom of things is there other than start asking questions, and in particular, making
Requests for Public Records.  This is the point where for every rock you turn over, a cockroach jumps out.

There were several levels of getting to the bottom of this Grant Request, which was applied to Dogwood
Health Trust, by the way.  The following is a brief summary, with details to follow.

• No Grant was ever applied for (re: Jesse Fowler, upon consultation with Rob Hites on how to respond
to my Request for Public Information).

• A Grant was applied for, and I was provided with a two (2) page document, entitled “ DOGWOOD
HEALTH FOUNDATION IMMEDIATE NEEDS GRANT”, unsigned, undated, no letterhead.

• The actual application was produced, in .html format, listing Rob Hites as the applicant, undated.

The grant was denied by Dogwood Health Trust.

The document entitled “ DOGWOOD HEALTH FOUNDATION IMMEDIATE NEEDS GRANT” contains
fowl and derogatory comments about the citizens of the Town of Waynesville.  No one has confessed as to
being the author of this document, although it has all the characteristics of Bill Cannon, previous Town
Attorney (now replaced by Martha Sharpe Bradley who worked for Bill Cannon for over three years), who
was unceremoniously fired by the Town of Waynesville because he torpedoed his career by shooting himself
in the foot by posting hateful political tweets on social media. 

The following is a progression of steps leading up to an article posted in the Mountaineer - “Waynesville
police raises cost more than expected” by Tom Lotshaw, Oct 15, 2021.

Here we go...

Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
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Subject: Request for Public Information - Dogwood Trust. #1.
Date: Fri, 24 Sep 2021 08:21:26 -0400
From: Monroe Miller
To: Eddie Ward <eward@waynesvillenc.gov>
CC: Rob Hites <rhites@waynesvillenc.gov>, Jesse Fowler <jfowler@waynesvillenc.gov>, Amy

Murphy-Nugen <abmurphynugen@wcu.edu>, Elizabeth Teague <eteague@waynesvillenc.gov>

Ms. Ward,

It was brought to my attention that the "facilitator" of the Homeless Task Force, Amy Murphy-Nugen, is
being paid by the Town of Waynesville through a grant from Dogwood Health Trust through a grant.  If all
of that is correct, please provide the following information, or direct me to someone that can.

1. The application made to Dogwood Health Trust for the grant.

2. The approval of the application from Dogwood Health Trust (including amount).

3. The monthly amount that Amy Murphy-Nugen has been paid thus far for her duties as a "facilitator".

Thank you,

Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
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Subject: Re: Request for Public Information - Dogwood Trust. #3
Date: Mon, 27 Sep 2021 15:14:09 -0400
From: Monroe Miller
To: Rob Hites <rhites@waynesvillenc.gov>
CC: Jesse Fowler <jfowler@waynesvillenc.gov>, Amy Murphy-Nugen <abmurphynugen@wcu.edu>,

Elizabeth Teague <eteague@waynesvillenc.gov>, Martha Bradley <martha@sosharpe.com>

Mr. Hites,

Will you please acknowledge this Request for Public Information?

Monroe A. Miller, Jr.

[Editor’s Note: I included the following five (5) page attachment to Rob Hites.  This includes a conversation
with Jesse Fowler telling me that no grant had ever been applied for.  Jesse Fowler indicated to me he had
a meeting with Rob Hites on how to respond to my Request for Public Information.  This is the first time Rob
Hites threw Jesse Fowler under the bus.  Remember, it was Rob Hites who made the original grant
application to Dogwood Health Trust.]
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Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
2200 Camp Branch Road
Waynesville, NC  28786
September 25, 2021

Rob Hites
Waynesville Town Manager
16 South Main Street, PO Box 100
Waynesville NC  28786
(828) 452-2491 
rhites@waynesvillenc.gov 

Subject: Request for Public Information - Salary for Amy Murphy-Nugen.

I sent you the following Request for Public Information on 9/24/2021 at 8:24am, to which I have yet to
receive an acknowledgment.

Subject: Re: Request for Public Information - Dogwood Trust. #1.
Date: Fri, 24 Sep 2021 08:24:48 -0400
From: Monroe Miller
To: Rob Hites <rhites@waynesvillenc.gov>
CC: Jesse Fowler <jfowler@waynesvillenc.gov>, Amy Murphy-Nugen <abmurphynugen@wcu.edu>,

Elizabeth Teague <eteague@waynesvillenc.gov>

Mr. Hites,
Look like this goes to you.
Monroe A. Miller, Jr.

Subject: Automatic reply: Request for Public Information - Dogwood Trust. #1.
Date:     Fri, 24 Sep 2021 12:21:43 +0000
From:     Eddie Ward <eward@waynesvillenc.gov>
To:     Monroe Miller

I will be out of the office from September 23rd until October 4th 2021.  If you need immediate assistance
please contact Town Manager Rob Hites at rhites@waynesvillenc.gov or 828 452 2491

On 9/24/2021 8:21 AM, Monroe Miller wrote:

 Ms. Ward,

 It was brought to my attention that the "facilitator" of the Homeless Task Force, Amy Murphy-Nugen,
is being paid by the Town of Waynesville through a grant from Dogwood Health Trust through a grant. 
If all of that is correct, please provide the following information, or direct me to someone that can.

 1. The application made to Dogwood Health Trust for the grant.
 2. The approval of the application from Dogwood Health Trust (including amount).
 3. The monthly amount that Amy Murphy-Nugen has been paid thus far for her duties as a "facilitator".

 Thank you,
 Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
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Subsequently, I visited with Jesse Fowler later in the afternoon, and he indicated he had a meeting with you
on how to respond to this request.  He informed me that:

• He had been hired by the Town about a year ago.

• The City of Waynesville never applied to Dogwood Health Trust for a grant for Amy Murphy-Nugen! 
Consequently, they have never received funds from Dogwood.

• Amy signed a contract with the city over a year ago, to be paid when she submits an invoice.  Money to
pay her will most likely come from the General Fund, i.e. Waynesville taxpayers.  She has not submitted
any invoice yet.  

• He expected to get me a copy of her contract late today or early next week.

Jesse Fowler was hired on 10/21/2020.  [re: the Mountaineer,
https://www.themountaineer.com/news/fowler-named-as-assistant-town-manager/article_54105520-0fd9-
11eb-951a-8f90eed9134d.html].

It was then brought to my attention, by a diligent concerned citizen of the Town of Waynesville, two sets of
Minutes of the Town of Waynesville Board of Alderman.  Both of these minutes contradict what I had been
told by Jesse Fowler (both prior to his being hired on 10/21/2020).

MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF WAYNESVILLE BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
Special Called Meeting 

February 4, 2020 
...[Page 2]

Alderman Chuck Dickson reminded the Board that a grant had been written to the Dogwood Health Trust 
for the purpose  of hiring a facilitator for the Task Force.  He  said that in that grant  there  were 4 items listed
as the goals and objectives of the committee.  He added that the grant would need to be spent in this calendar
year. 
 
% Research the demographics of the Homeless and the causes of homelessness 
% Examine stigmatization, criminalization and discrimination associated with homelessness 
% To  conduct  a  gap  analysis  to  identify  existing  community  capacity  and  additional  resources

necessary to prevent temporary and chronic homelessness. 
% Develop a collaborative community action plan to fill system gaps and improve existing programs 

... [Page3]

Mayor Caldwell asked if anyone in the audience if they wished to speak. 
 
Ms. Amy Murphy-Nugen – Western Carolina University professor 
 
Ms.  Nugen  thanked  the  Board  for  opening  the  process  of  looking  for  solutions  to  homelessness  in 
the community.  She said she would like to work with the Task Force in any capacity, and because of her
work at Western Carolina University, she feels she could be a facilitator and bring people together who have 
common goals and different  perspectives on how  to reach those  goals. She  stated she had 20  years of
experience in affordable housing, community economic development, and addressing social determinants 
of health issues like homelessness.   
...
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MINUTES OF THE TOWN OF WAYNESVILLE BOARD OF ALDERMEN 
Regular Meeting 
July 28th, 2020 

...  [Page 3]

Joey Reece 
108 Maple Street 
Waynesville, NC  28786 
 
Mr. Reece addressed the Budget Amendment that was on the agenda for approval for Amy Murphy-Nugen
for her role on the Homelessness Task Force.  He said that he had understood that the Task Force would be
a voluntary Task Force, and now the facilitator would be paid a large sum of money.  He  said  it  is  bad
timing to  be  spending  money for  a  part time  facilitator and  he would be  speaking with board members
privately regarding his continued participation on the task force. 

... [Page 14]

G.  COMMUNICATIONS FROM THE MAYOR AND BOARD 

11.       Consulting Proposals for Town of Waynesville Task Force on Homelessness 
• Dr. Amy Murphy-Nugen 

Dr.  Amy Murphy-Nugen was selected to be the consultant for the Task Force on Homelessness when it  was 
first  formed.    She  has  drafted  two  proposals  to  fund  the  activities  of  the  Taskforce  on Homelessness.
Option A in the amount of $53,487.50 and Option B in the amount of $32,287.50. The major difference
between the proposals is the time budgeted for community interaction.  

Dr. Murphy-Nugen’s hourly rate is proposed to be $100 per hour, with $4,487.50 budgeted for travel and
supplies. Dr. Murphy-Nugen outlined her proposals in the information in the packet. 

Manager Hites said that if either option is selected, a budget amendment will need to be completed.  Two
sample budget amendments have been prepared for the Board’s consideration. 

A motion was made by Alderman Jon Feichter, seconded by Alderman  Anthony Sutton to approve the
contract with Dr. Murphy-Nugen  and funding proposal option A.  

A  motion  was  made  by  Alderman  Anthony  Sutton,  seconded  by  Alderman  Chuck Dickson to approve
Ordinance O-10-20 in the amount of $53,500.   

The motion carried unanimously. 

WTF?

So, Mr. Hites, my original Request for Public Information seems to have standing, as it appears that an
application was made to the Dogwood Health Trust for a grant, to which I would like to see the response
from Dogwood Health Trust.  

 1. The application made to Dogwood Health Trust for the grant.
 2. The approval of the application from Dogwood Health Trust (including amount).
 3. The monthly amount that Amy Murphy-Nugen has been paid thus far for her duties as a "facilitator".
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In addition, please provide the referenced contract Amy Murphy-Nugen signed with the Town of
Waynesville.

Please acknowledge this request for Public Information.

Thank you,

Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
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[Editor’s Note: Several emails transpired since the original email, mostly all directed to Rob Hites, City
Manager, but he has successfully pawned off having other people respond in all cases.  I have not received
any direct email from Rob Hites.  Here, he throws Jesse Fowler under the bus again when he provided Jesse
with the following information to respond to my Request for Public Information.  Remember, it was Rob
Hites who made the actual grant application to Dogwood Health Trust.]

Subject: RE: Request for Public Information - Dogwood Trust. #3
Date: Thu, 30 Sep 2021 11:07:58 +0000
From: Jesse Fowler <jfowler@waynesvillenc.gov>
To: 'Monroe Miller'
CC: Rob Hites <rhites@waynesvillenc.gov>, Martha Sharpe Bradley <martha@sosharpe.com>

Your public information requests:

1. The application made to the Dogwood Health Trust (attached)
2. The denial of our application for the Dogwood Health Trust Grant (attached)
3. Amy’s contract (attached)
4. Amy Murphy-Nugen has not invoiced the town for her services yet, and so the monthly amount she has

been paid is $0.00

Jesse Fowler | Assistant Town Manager
Town of Waynesville, NC
16 S. Main Street, Suite 110 | Waynesville, NC 28786
(O) 828.452.2491 | (F) 828.456.2000
jfowler@waynesvillenc.gov | www.waynesvillenc.gov
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[Editor’s Note: Have skipped several emails here by Martha Sharpe Bradley running interference for Rob
Hites.]

Subject: Re: Request for Public Information - Dogwood Trust. #6
Date: Tue, 5 Oct 2021 09:58:38 -0400
From: Monroe Miller
To: Rob Hites <rhites@waynesvillenc.gov>
CC: Jesse Fowler <jfowler@waynesvillenc.gov>, Amy Murphy-Nugen <abmurphynugen@wcu.edu>,

Elizabeth Teague <eteague@waynesvillenc.gov>, Martha Bradley <martha@sosharpe.com>

Mr. Hites,

We seem to have a stand off here. 

Regarding Item 1, I am basically looking to see that you were the Town of Waynesville government
employee that pressed the "send" button and the person responsible for sending the material that Jesse Fowler
sent to me on 9/30/2021, i.e. Dogwood Foundation Grant- 12-17-19.pdf.  You see, there is some pretty
damning stuff in that material that some would consider on the level of hateful political tweets made by
Martha Bradley's former boss, Bill Cannon, and he got fired.  Usually, when one completes a pre-formatted
Word Document and submits it to, say, Dogwood, via their online portal, one usually gets some kind of
confirmation that the grant request was acknowledged.  So here is a last chance for you to have Martha
Bradley send me your email confirmation from Dogwood that you sent the Grant Request.  Otherwise, I will
be contacting Leah Jones-Marcus directly at Dogwood Trust.

On the second item, Item 2, I had received an automated response from Eddie Ward on 9/24/2021 indicating
she would be back 10/4/2021 (yesterday).  I presume that this is the individual that Martha Bradley was
talking about, as being the only person in the Town of Waynesville that has access to an executed copy of
Amy Murphy-Nugen's contract.  Don't worry, I will make a separate Request for Public Information to her.

Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
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Subject: Re: Request for Public Information - Dogwood Trust. #6
Date: Tue, 5 Oct 2021 20:30:58 +0000
From: Martha Bradley <martha@sosharpe.com>
To: Monroe Miller
CC: Jesse Fowler <jfowler@waynesvillenc.gov>, Elizabeth Teague <eteague@waynesvillenc.gov>, Rob

Hites <rhites@waynesvillenc.gov>

Mr. Miller – Mr. Fowler accessed the Town’s profile on the Dogwood Health Trust portal and downloaded
the attached webpage confirmation (in .html format) associated with the task force grant application.  Other
than the documents Mr. Fowler sent to you on Sept. 30, Town staff have been unable to locate any other
documents associated with submitting the grant application.

Best,
Martha

-- 

Martha Sharpe Bradley
 One Sharpe Lawyer*
www.sosharpe.com 
37 Church St., Ste. 2800
Waynesville, NC 28786
T/F (828) 220-4292
*Law Office of Martha Sharpe Bradley, PLLC

[Editor’s Note: The following was originally sent in .html format, and is found on www.haywoodtp.net in
its original form.  

https://www.haywoodtp.net/pubII/211005application-20970[12].html 

It has been converted to a readable image and follows next.]

-13-

http://www.sosharpe.com
http://www.haywoodtp.net


-14-



-15-



-16-



-17-



-18-



[Editor’s Note: This sets the stage for the 10/12/2021 Town of Waynesville Board of Alderman (and
woman) meeting where  “facilitator” Amy Murphy-Nugen  (a.k.a. Down Home NC hack) was to give her
final report to the Aldermen.  Reporters from the Mountaineer and SMN were present, and the only article
in either paper at this point was written by Tom Lotshaw.  So now begins the one-way dialog with Jonathan
Key.]

Subject: Waynesville police raises cost more than expected, by Tom Lotshaw.
Date: Sat, 16 Oct 2021 11:03:07 -0400
From: Monroe Miller
To: Jonathan Key <jkey@themountaineer.com>
CC: Vicki Hyatt <vhyatt@themountaineer.com>, Tom Lotshaw <tlotshaw@themountaineer.com>, Becky

Johnson <bjohnson@themountaineer.com>, Cory Vaillancourt <cory@smokymountainnews.com>,
S c o t t  M c L e o d  < i n f o@smokymoun ta innews .com>,  Amy M u r p h y-N u ge n
<abmurphynugen@wcu.edu>

So, Mr. Key,

I guess the question of Vicki Hyatt being demoted as Editor and your replacing her with Tom Lotshaw as
Editor has been answered.  Looks like Vicki Hyatt, Liberal Hack News Editor, has won again, and
completely pussy-whipped Lotshaw into posting an inane article about "Waynesville police raises cost more
than expected".  I wonder how long Lotshaw is going to put up with that.  I guess he will follow a long list
of people that you have not been able to keep:

    Kyle Perrotti
    Luke Weir
    Allison Olcsvay
    Caroline Klapper
    Kevin Fuller
    Etc...

Lotshaw took a photo at the 10/12/2021 meeting.  Were they all there to hear about "Waynesville police
raises cost more than expected"?
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First of all, Lotshaw needs to refresh his skills on using the F stop on the camera.  Everyone except Amy
Murphy-Nugen is out of focus.  Second, he was there at the meeting, and the caption says "Several dozen
people spoke against ..."

WTF?

Fourteen people, and one person who was not there (in abstention) and had someone else read her comment,
spoke.  All comments against Amy Murphy-Nugen, and none for.  If you want an accurate rendition of the
meeting, you can either -

    Request an audio recording of the meeting from the Town, or
    Read my newsletter - Vol #12,  Issue #  7:   Oct 13, 2021   Amy Murphy-Nugen

Here is a photo I took, from my Samsung S10+ phone.

Perhaps Lotshaw could start taking pictures from his phone.  The F stop setting is preset.

Lotshaw was presented with an issue, which he completely ducked.  That was to flush out who wrote the
various versions of information submitted to Dogwood Health Trust for a Grant Application to help pay for
Amy Murphy-Nugen, that contained content that was derogatory to the citizens of Waynesville.  I guess since
that did not fit Vicki Hyatt's agenda as Liberal Hack News Editor, we now know who the real "Editor" is. 
Perhaps Lotshaw's new title should be "Copy Boy".

Good luck at hanging on to Lotshaw.  The sooner Vicki Hyatt "retires", the better everyone will be.

Monroe A. Miller, Jr.
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