
Incident Response Report 
of Non-Exceedance  

for the 
Events following the report of a high CH4 alarm at the Haywood County Bus Garage 

 
On January 13, 2015 at 4:45 pm Stephen King received a phone call from Tracy Hargrove, Haywood 
County Schools Maintenance Director. Mr. Hargrove called to report an alarm indication for the bus 
garage’s methane continuous-monitoring system. Mr. King immediately instructed me to take our 
Landtec GEM 2000 Plus portable gas analyzer to the garage to see if it could detect any levels of CH4 
and to verify everyone had left the building and doors were opened as needed.   
 
Upon arrival most of the staff had left and the remaining staff was leaving. One person stayed behind 
with me to make sure the doors were locked when I finished.  I checked the exhaust vent to make sure 
the system was operative and could see where it was operating correctly.  I took a photo of the alarm 
panel at 5:05 pm and reset the alarm. The alarm was from the methane sensor mounted in the bus 
garage and was reading 18% of the LEL (LEL is 5% methane by volume). This equates to less than 1% 
of methane by volume. I then conducted a field calibration for the Landtec GEM 2000 Plus and 
proceeded to analyze methane, carbon dioxide and oxygen levels at the alarm panel, the three 
stationary methane sensors, outside of the building and at the nearest methane monitoring well     
(MM-7). I did not detect any methane at any of the locations. There was no evidence that a violation 
occurred due to methane gas readings never exceeding 25% of LEL in the structure. I returned to the 
office for a meeting once everything was under control.        
 
I returned to the bus garage the next morning to check and see if the alarm was tripped.  While there I 
conducted the same field calibration and analysis with the same results. I also obtained maintenance 
records for the continuous-monitoring system and everything looked to be in order. 
 
 
 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
Randy Siske 
Environmental Program Coordinator 
Haywood County Solid Waste 
 
 








