
Monroe A. Miller Jr.
19 Big Spruce Lane
Waynesville, NC 28786
November 18, 2014

Subject: Public Employees Schedule Bond, The Ohio Casualty Insurance Company.

The following Public Employee Schedule Bond Declaration was obtained with a Request for Public
Information, and received on July 24, 2011.  Subsequent recent requests for this document show no changes
in the Amount of Bonds for Julie Davis or David Francis.

The Mountaineer said (word for word) in an article immediately issued after a closed session of the Board of
County Commissioners on November 18, 2014, the following (Comment included)

Matthews salary, bond level set
By Vicki Hyatt | Nov 17, 2014

After a 1 hour and 45 minute closed session to discuss both property acquisition and personnel, the
Haywood County Board of Commissioners emerged to pass four motions.

One was to hire David Francis, the current tax collector, for 90 days at his current salary to continue in
his duties as supervising the GIS, assessor, appraiser offices and to continue overseeing the Francis Farm
landfill remediation (sic) efforts.

Francis will have no supervisory roles over the tax collector's office after Dec. 1 when newly elected tax
collector Mike Matthews is sworn into office. However, Francis will be available, upon Matthews request,
to help with transition issues.

Matthews defeated Francis for the tax collector position in the November election.

A second motion set the salary of newly elected tax collector Mike Matthews at $55,831 annually.

A third motion set the bond that will be required for Matthews before he can assume his new duties at
$410,000, the same amount required of the county finance officer.

The fourth motion was to purchase 25.3 acres adjoining the long-closed Francis Farm landfill for $850,000
from owner Betty Lewis.

The property abuts the landfill where garbage was piled in right up to the county boundary, contrary to
the buffer zone that must be maintained. Additionally, monitoring wells have shown the water on the Lewis
property contains high levels of volatile organic compounds, Francis told the board.

Commissioners have discussed purchasing the property at previous meetings as a way to comply with state
guidelines and handle the required mitigation measures.
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Comments (1)
Posted by: Jeremy Blaine Davis | Nov 18, 2014 05:57

As usual the local papers print factual information without pertinent details, which lead we the people to
believe that no wrong doing has occurred when Indeed it has. It should be noted that the current bond
required by the county financial officer is $50,000.00 according to the county website. The commissioners
voted to raise her bond so that it did not look as if they were unfairly targeting the newly elected tax
collecter which they were.

All the commissioners should be thrown out of office for working an end around the will of the people.
They are trying to price mike matthews out of office by setting a bond level so high it can not be obtained.
As best as I can tell the highest bond ever imposed on a NC tax collector has been $100,000.00,  this is
a shame and it shows our commissioners true colors. At this point they have acted like a small child
pitching a fit because they did not get their way.

Jeremy davis
bethel

The bond required for Mike Mathews should be the same as it has been for David Francis all these years, and
not an artificially raised value of $410,000.

Monroe Miller
Haywood County Taxpayer.
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